
THE ISLES

APPROVED PLANT BOOKLET

One plant per page • Photos and plant details

One approved plant entry per page, with its photograph and details together.

The approved names and categories follow the supplied Isles list used in the previous booklet.
Nursery spellings and botanical examples help with identification.

Sizes are approximate mature landscape dimensions, rather than required planting sizes.
Cultivar, climate and pruning affect actual growth.

Water guidance describes established plants. New plants need consistent watering until their
roots establish. Check soil moisture and site drainage.

Photographs are representative examples, and may show one cultivar or growth stage. For
entries covering several varieties, confirm the exact nursery selection.

Horticultural information is a reference, rather than an additional HOA rule. Source links appear
on each plant page.
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PALMS

Foxtail Palm

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Wodyetia bifurcata

Mature size: About 30 ft tall; crown about 10–15 ft wide

Sunlight: Full sun to partial shade

Water & soil: Moderate; water during dry spells; drain well

Landscape use: Specimen palm or grouped vertical accent

Plant notes: Feathery fronds create the distinctive foxtail crown. Allow room for mature fronds.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://ask.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/FR304
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0059/8835/2052/files/foxtail-palm.jpg?v=1782998832


PALMS

Roebelline Palm

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Phoenix roebelenii

Mature size: About 6–12 ft tall × 6–8 ft wide

Sunlight: Full sun to partial shade

Water & soil: Moderate; moist, well-drained soil

Landscape use: Small palm accent or patio planting

Plant notes: Also called pygmy date palm. Leaf bases have sharp spines; keep away from
narrow walkways.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://ask.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/ST441
https://www.gardenguides.com/gardenguides/98118-care-robellini-palm/de623716c6d748b6984fbe5db2bfbf3a.jpg


PALMS

Adonidia Palm

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Adonidia merrillii

Mature size: About 20–25 ft tall; crown about 6–10 ft wide

Sunlight: Full sun to partial shade

Water & soil: Moderate; well-drained soil

Landscape use: Small landscape palm; single or grouped specimens

Plant notes: Also called Christmas palm. Red fruit clusters are ornamental; plants are cold
sensitive.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://ask.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/ST658
https://yourfarmandgarden.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/adonidia_palm.jpg


PALMS

Coconut Palm

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Cocos nucifera

Mature size: About 50–60 ft tall × 15–25 ft wide; dwarf forms differ

Sunlight: Full sun

Water & soil: Moderate; water well while establishing

Landscape use: Large tropical specimen in an open area

Plant notes: Allow space for the canopy; manage falling coconuts near occupied areas.
Cultivar affects height.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/trees-and-shrubs/palms-and-cycads/coconut-palm/
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/79/Starr_031209-0059_Cocos_nucifera.jpg


PALMS

Alexander Palm

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Species confirmation needed

Mature size: Size depends on species sold under this common name

Sunlight: Sun to partial shade, depending on species

Water & soil: Regular moisture during establishment; confirm species needs

Landscape use: Tall vertical palm accent

Plant notes: “Alexander” can refer to Archontophoenix alexandrae or Ptychosperma elegans.
Confirm identity; approximate heights are 40 ft and 20–25 ft, respectively.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://ask.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/EP009
https://2.bp.blogspot.com/-jEtxgllzCfo/VEBQsWVAHLI/AAAAAAAAP0Q/9iOoIycHnX8/s1600/king-alexander.jpg


PALMS

European Fan Palm

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Chamaerops humilis

Mature size: About 8–15 ft tall × 6–10 ft wide

Sunlight: Full sun to light shade

Water & soil: Low once established; well-drained soil

Landscape use: Sculptural accent, clump or container

Plant notes: Slow-growing fan palm with multiple trunks. Spiny leaf stalks need clearance from
paths.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/charlotteco/2022/11/07/foolproof-palm-care-european-fan-palm/
https://www.onlineplantguide.com/Image%20Library/C/2376.jpg


PALMS

Sylvester Palm

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Phoenix sylvestris

Mature size: About 40 ft tall; crown about 20 ft wide

Sunlight: Full sun

Water & soil: Low to moderate once established; good drainage

Landscape use: Large specimen palm

Plant notes: Also called wild or silver date palm. Sharp leaf-base spines and a broad crown
require space.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://ask.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/FR308
https://eureka-farms.com/cdn/shop/files/JapaneseBlueberry-SylvesterPalmSSR_95d989e8-9233-4eab-a1f2-8a62afde15cd.jpg?v=1698896732&width=3000


PALMS

Cat Palm

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Chamaedorea cataractarum

Mature size: About 3–6 ft tall; spreading clump

Sunlight: Partial shade; protect from harsh afternoon sun

Water & soil: Regular moisture; avoid letting soil dry severely

Landscape use: Low tropical screen or shaded accent

Plant notes: A trunkless clustering palm. Its soft, arching fronds suit sheltered planting beds.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://ask.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/EP107?downloadOpen=true
https://www.weekslandscaping.com/images/palms/Cat-Palm.jpg


PALMS

Rhapis Palm

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Rhapis excelsa

Mature size: About 7–8 ft tall; clumps can spread 8 ft or more

Sunlight: Shade to partial shade

Water & soil: Moderate; moist, well-drained soil

Landscape use: Shaded screen, courtyard or container

Plant notes: Fan-shaped leaves on slender canes. Remove unwanted suckers to control
spread.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://ask.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/FP501
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0059/8835/2052/products/Lady_Palm_7.jpg?v=1716318618


HARDWOOD TREES

Croton Standard

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Codiaeum variegatum, trained standard

Mature size: Varies by cultivar and training; shrub forms can reach 10 ft

Sunlight: Sun to partial shade; cultivar dependent

Water & soil: Moderate; well-drained soil

Landscape use: Small tree-form foliage accent

Plant notes: Color comes from the foliage. “Standard” describes a trained trunk and crown,
not a separate species.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/ornamentals/crotons/
https://static.wixstatic.com/media/842078_fb1eb589f45741818d43592de48465df~mv2.png/v1/fill/w_980%2Ch_1226%2Cal_c%2Cq_90%2Cusm_0.66_1.00_0.01%2Cenc_avif%2Cquality_auto/842078_fb1eb589f45741818d43592de48465df~mv2.png


HARDWOOD TREES

Hibiscus Standard

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Hibiscus rosa-sinensis, trained standard

Mature size: Varies by cultivar and training; allow room for the crown

Sunlight: Full sun to partial shade

Water & soil: Moderate; evenly moist, well-drained soil

Landscape use: Flowering tree-form accent

Plant notes: Flowers occur in many colors. Light pruning maintains the crown; heavy trimming
can reduce flowering.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/charlotteco/2022/07/27/the-second-hibiscus-dimension-foliage-color/
https://les-plantes-ile-de-france.com/cdn/shop/files/Hibiscussyriacusdemitigeapercu01.webp?v=1772184852


HARDWOOD TREES

Jatropha Standard

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Jatropha integerrima, common landscape example

Mature size: About 10–15 ft tall; training affects crown width

Sunlight: Full sun for best flowering; tolerates partial shade

Water & soil: Low to moderate once established; good drainage

Landscape use: Small flowering tree accent

Plant notes: Clusters of red flowers attract butterflies. Standard form requires maintenance of
a clear trunk.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/trees-and-shrubs/shrubs/jatropha/
https://images.squarespace-cdn.com/content/v1/5e862c049fd9b20958eb5f05/1693413352743-S337S4GIQZC8EIPOOXLB/IMG_0912.jpg


HARDWOOD TREES

Little Gem Magnolia Tree

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Magnolia grandiflora 'Little Gem'

Mature size: About 20–25 ft tall × 10–15 ft wide

Sunlight: Full sun to partial shade

Water & soil: Moderate; moist, well-drained soil

Landscape use: Evergreen specimen or vertical screen

Plant notes: Large fragrant white flowers and glossy leaves with brown undersides. Allow for
year-round leaf litter.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source

THE ISLES • APPROVED PLANT REFERENCE 14

https://hort.ifas.ufl.edu/trees/maggrae.pdf
https://www.siteone.com/medias/sys_master/PimProductImages/assets/ProductAssets/US/NoBrand/itemImage/756691/image-thumb__756691__zoom/550040122653_sg_lifestyleimage_1_012026.2e11c2ee/550040122653-sg-lifestyleimage-1-012026.2e11c2ee.jpg


HARDWOOD TREES

Gardenia Standard

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Gardenia jasminoides, trained standard

Mature size: Size varies by cultivar, rootstock and training

Sunlight: Sun to partial shade; morning sun is useful

Water & soil: Regular moisture; acidic, well-drained soil

Landscape use: Fragrant tree-form accent near a patio

Plant notes: White fragrant flowers. Alkaline soil or saline irrigation can cause poor
performance; confirm the cultivar.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://ask.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/EP338
https://www.garden.eco/img/image8_gardenia-front-yard-landscaping-ideas_gardenia-topiaries.jpg


HARDWOOD TREES

Orange Geiger Tree

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Cordia sebestena

Mature size: About 20–30 ft tall × 15–25 ft wide

Sunlight: Full sun

Water & soil: Low once established; well-drained soil

Landscape use: Flowering specimen tree

Plant notes: Bright orange flower clusters. A warm-climate tree with coarse leaves; allow room
for its canopy.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://ask.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/ST182
https://gardencenternorthfortmyers.com/images/pages/shadetree/geiger-tree-for-sale-1.jpg


HARDWOOD TREES

Silver Buttonwood

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Conocarpus erectus var. sericeus

Mature size: About 15–20 ft or more; width depends on training

Sunlight: Full sun to partial shade

Water & soil: Low once established; adaptable with drainage

Landscape use: Silver foliage specimen, hedge or screen

Plant notes: Florida native with silvery leaves. Pruning can maintain a shrub form; untrimmed
plants become trees.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/trees-and-shrubs/shrubs/silver-buttonwood/
https://jungleplants.com/cdn/shop/products/Portfolio-28.jpg?v=1767024253&width=1946


HARDWOOD TREES

Green Buttonwood

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Conocarpus erectus

Mature size: Can become a 20–40 ft tree; pruning controls hedge size

Sunlight: Full sun to partial shade

Water & soil: Low once established; adaptable soil conditions

Landscape use: Native screen, hedge or shade specimen

Plant notes: Glossy green foliage. Mature size can exceed a typical foundation bed; plan for
roots and crown.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://ask.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/ST179
https://static.wixstatic.com/media/ce9657_1ddf10b00c844f3ba15d224e35242bc2~mv2.jpg/v1/fill/w_1486%2Ch_1486%2Cal_c%2Cq_90/green%20buttonwood_edited_edited.jpg


FLOWERING SHRUBS

Hibiscus Bush (Variety of Colors)

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Hibiscus rosa-sinensis

Mature size: Commonly 4–10 ft tall; width varies by cultivar

Sunlight: Full sun to partial shade

Water & soil: Moderate; moist, well-drained soil

Landscape use: Flowering hedge, mixed border or accent

Plant notes: Flowers come in many colors and forms. Prune selectively rather than shearing
frequently to retain blooms.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/charlotteco/2022/07/27/the-second-hibiscus-dimension-foliage-color/
https://images.squarespace-cdn.com/content/v1/669de992b160d739d4254d94/22411737-baff-424a-a980-c9744e6994ea/Hibiscus%2BGarden%2BIdeas


FLOWERING SHRUBS

Ixora (Dwarf and Nora Grant)

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Ixora cultivars

Mature size: Dwarf forms about 2–3 ft; Nora Grant about 4–6 ft or more

Sunlight: Full sun to partial shade

Water & soil: Moderate; acidic, well-drained soil

Landscape use: Flowering hedge or colorful border

Plant notes: Dense flower clusters. High-pH soils can cause yellow leaves; match the exact
cultivar to available space.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/ornamentals/ixora/
https://mobileimages.lowes.com/productimages/c60f6479-d9fd-43cc-89b7-5659a6b441de/85830430.jpeg?size=pdhism


FLOWERING SHRUBS

Firebush

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Hamelia patens

Mature size: About 5–15 ft tall in South Florida; cultivar and pruning vary

Sunlight: Full sun to partial shade

Water & soil: Low to moderate once established; good drainage

Landscape use: Flowering screen or butterfly garden

Plant notes: Orange-red tubular flowers attract wildlife. Native and nonnative dwarf selections
differ; confirm identity.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/ornamentals/firebush/
https://gardenly.app/images/landscaping/florida/plant-firebush.webp


FLOWERING SHRUBS

Plumbago (Blue or White)

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Plumbago auriculata

Mature size: About 3–6 ft tall × 6–10 ft wide if untrimmed

Sunlight: Full sun to partial shade

Water & soil: Low to moderate once established; well-drained soil

Landscape use: Loose flowering hedge or mass planting

Plant notes: Blue or white flowers. Its sprawling habit needs room; selective pruning preserves
the natural shape.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/ornamentals/plumbago/
https://i.pinimg.com/originals/7b/ed/c9/7bedc9ab9b85acd2b0a359761bb5c323.jpg


FLOWERING SHRUBS

Jasmine (Multiple Varieties)

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Jasmine species and shrub cultivars

Mature size: Varies widely; confirm mature size of the chosen variety

Sunlight: Generally sun to partial shade; species dependent

Water & soil: Moderate; well-drained soil; confirm cultivar needs

Landscape use: Flowering shrub or informal hedge

Plant notes: The approved list allows multiple varieties but prohibits vines. Choose and
confirm a shrub-form jasmine.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/media/sfylifasufledu/sarasota/documents/pdf/hortres/2015_HortRes_FYN_Plant_Selection_Guide_2015.pdf
https://www.shrubhub.com/design/ufiles/cat/534/jasmine.jpg


FLOWERING SHRUBS

Allamanda (Dwarf not Vine)

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Allamanda cathartica dwarf cultivar

Mature size: About 2 ft tall; spread varies by cultivar

Sunlight: Full sun

Water & soil: Moderate; good drainage; avoid wet sites

Landscape use: Low flowering border or sunny accent

Plant notes: Yellow trumpet flowers during warm weather. Use the dwarf shrub form specified
by the list, rather than a vine.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/sarasotaco/2021/11/26/master-gardener-volunteers-on-the-all-too-troublesome-allamanda/
https://3.bp.blogspot.com/-m7Abl2XR1tU/V6jIwTBiQKI/AAAAAAAAANk/7YKS2OCKqkg8dIho_s9uWyl_TmOymQCxQCLcB/s1600/alamanda%2Bana%2Bamarela%2BAllamanda%2Bschottii%2Bcompacta%2Bmudas%2Bciprest.jpg


FLOWERING SHRUBS

Gardenia Bush

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Gardenia jasminoides

Mature size: Commonly 2–8 ft tall; cultivar determines width and size

Sunlight: Sun to partial shade

Water & soil: Regular moisture; acidic, well-drained soil

Landscape use: Fragrant shrub, hedge or entry accent

Plant notes: White fragrant blooms. Dwarf and larger cultivars differ greatly; check the nursery
label before planting.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source

THE ISLES • APPROVED PLANT REFERENCE 25

https://ask.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/EP338
https://plantmegreen.com/cdn/shop/files/Gardenia_August_Beauty_Lifestyle_THD.jpg?v=1770041654&width=1500


FLOWERING SHRUBS

Crossandra

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Crossandra infundibuliformis

Mature size: About 1–3 ft tall; compact cultivar sizes vary

Sunlight: Morning sun with afternoon shade; filtered light

Water & soil: Moderate; moist, well-drained soil

Landscape use: Low flowering border or container

Plant notes: Orange, peach or yellow flowers, depending on cultivar. Protect from cold and
severe drying.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/charlotteco/2025/07/29/crossandra-revisited/
https://floridaseeds.net/cdn/shop/files/IMG_7139_b606e727-98ea-4e31-b409-5d9b4f592baf.jpg?v=1748789953&width=1946


FLOWERING SHRUBS

Begonia Odorata

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Begonia odorata

Mature size: Varies by selection; confirm nursery mature height and spread

Sunlight: Bright filtered light or partial shade; acclimation matters

Water & soil: Moderate; moist but well-drained soil

Landscape use: Flowering bed, border or container

Plant notes: Typically grown for pale or white flowers. Confirm the exact selection rather than
using care for all begonias.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/ornamentals/begonias/
https://static.wixstatic.com/media/45e1f7_8d4c63111bde4d5fa870dbf581743d68~mv2.png/v1/fill/w_720%2Ch_720%2Cal_c%2Clg_1%2Cq_90/45e1f7_8d4c63111bde4d5fa870dbf581743d68~mv2.png


FLOWERING SHRUBS

Bush Daisy

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Euryops spp., common bush-daisy examples

Mature size: About 2–4 ft tall and wide; cultivar dependent

Sunlight: Full sun

Water & soil: Low to moderate once established; good drainage

Landscape use: Sunny flowering border or accent

Plant notes: Yellow daisy flowers. Several plants share “bush daisy”; confirm the species and
mature size at purchase.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/charlotteco/2022/06/11/a-daisy-in-the-bush-is-worth-two-in-the-hand/
https://www.snwa.com/app-data/plant_search/Euryops_pectinatus-3.jpg


MISC & GROUND COVERS

Blue Daze

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Evolvulus glomeratus

Mature size: About 6–12 in tall × 1–3 ft wide

Sunlight: Full sun for best flowering

Water & soil: Low to moderate; well-drained soil

Landscape use: Low blue-flowering groundcover or bed edge

Plant notes: Small blue flowers and soft gray-green leaves. Flowers generally close late in the
day.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/charlotteco/2023/11/27/blue-for-your-florida-friendly-landscape/
https://i.pinimg.com/originals/de/0f/e6/de0fe61083aa752ed4e89db24dfb11d1.jpg


MISC & GROUND COVERS

Mexican Heather

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Cuphea hyssopifolia

Mature size: About 1–2 ft tall × 2–3 ft wide

Sunlight: Full sun to partial shade

Water & soil: Moderate; well-drained soil

Landscape use: Low border, mass planting or container

Plant notes: Fine-textured foliage with small purple, pink or white flowers. Light trimming
keeps plants compact.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://ffl-apps.ifas.ufl.edu/bees/Plants/Details/119
https://calyx.com.au/gal/perennials/cuphea_hyssopifolia_4.jpg


MISC & GROUND COVERS

Foxtail Fern

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Asparagus densiflorus 'Myersii'

Mature size: About 1–2 ft tall × 3–4 ft wide

Sunlight: Partial shade; protect from intense direct sun

Water & soil: Low to moderate; good drainage

Landscape use: Texture accent, border or container

Plant notes: Upright plume-like stems. It is an asparagus relative, despite the common name
“fern.”

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://ask.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/FP052
https://i.pinimg.com/736x/f3/1d/66/f31d666381a7b5f32003fe62e4cddeff.jpg


MISC & GROUND COVERS

Flax Lilly

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Dianella tasmanica, common landscape example

Mature size: About 1–3 ft tall and wide

Sunlight: Sun to partial shade

Water & soil: Low to moderate once established; well-drained soil

Landscape use: Grass-like border or mass planting

Plant notes: Green or variegated strap-shaped leaves with small flowers. Afternoon shade
may improve foliage appearance.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/ornamentals/flax-lily/
https://www.seedlinkeg.com/cdn/shop/products/Dianella_tasmanica.jpg?v=1700784386


MISC & GROUND COVERS

Mondo Grass

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Ophiopogon japonicus

Mature size: Common forms about 6–12 in tall; dwarf forms shorter

Sunlight: Partial to full shade

Water & soil: Moderate; well-drained soil

Landscape use: Shaded edging or grass-like groundcover

Plant notes: Dark green, fine-textured leaves. Confirm standard versus dwarf type when
selecting the planting pattern.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/miami-dade/landscapes--gardening/ornamental-grasses/
https://nurserynearme.com.au/cdn/shop/files/Mondo-Grass-Ophiopogon-japonicus.png?crop=center&height=1200&v=1766223930&width=1200


MISC & GROUND COVERS

Loripe (Green and Varigated)

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Liriope muscari, common landscape example

Mature size: About 1–1½ ft tall; clumps about 1–2 ft wide

Sunlight: Sun to shade; partial shade often suitable

Water & soil: Low to moderate once established; good drainage

Landscape use: Border or mass-planted groundcover

Plant notes: Green or variegated strap leaves with violet flower spikes. Nursery spelling is
usually “liriope.”

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://ask.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/FP349
https://blog-imgs-146.fc2.com/r/o/s/rosemachiruda/_DSC2301.jpg


SHRUBS, TREES AND ORNAMENTALS

Crotons (Many Varieties)

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Codiaeum variegatum

Mature size: Up to about 10 ft tall; dwarf and larger cultivars vary

Sunlight: Full sun to partial shade; cultivar dependent

Water & soil: Moderate; moist, well-drained soil

Landscape use: Colorful foliage hedge, accent or mixed border

Plant notes: Leaves may be red, yellow, orange, green or purple. Select the cultivar for both
color and mature size.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/ornamentals/crotons/
https://artistree.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/AdobeStock_239770674-Copy-scaled.jpg


SHRUBS, TREES AND ORNAMENTALS

Arboricola Trinette

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Heptapleurum arboricola 'Trinette' (Schefflera)

Mature size: Dwarf schefflera may reach 6–10 ft or more; often maintained smaller

Sunlight: Full sun to partial shade

Water & soil: Low once established; well-drained soil

Landscape use: Variegated hedge or bright foliage accent

Plant notes: Yellow-green variegated leaves. Pruning controls size; nursery labels may use
Schefflera arboricola.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/charlotteco/2025/08/27/the-right-schefflera/
https://images.thdstatic.com/productImages/d6db22b6-ef00-4bd8-9068-d3ed8eea5251/svn/onlineplantcenter-shrubs-bushes-s801g3-31_600.jpg


SHRUBS, TREES AND ORNAMENTALS

Green Arboricola

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Heptapleurum arboricola (Schefflera arboricola)

Mature size: About 6–10 ft or more untrimmed; often maintained as a hedge

Sunlight: Full sun to partial shade

Water & soil: Low once established; well-drained soil

Landscape use: Green hedge, screen or foundation shrub

Plant notes: Glossy umbrella-like leaf clusters. This dwarf shrub differs from the much larger
umbrella tree.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/charlotteco/2025/08/27/the-right-schefflera/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/eit-planttoolbox-prod/media/images/Schefflera_arboricol_EnDyML4xkKO5.jpeg


SHRUBS, TREES AND ORNAMENTALS

Glod Capella Arboricola

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Heptapleurum arboricola 'Gold Capella' (Schefflera)

Mature size: Mature size varies; dwarf schefflera may reach 6–10 ft or more

Sunlight: Full sun to partial shade

Water & soil: Low once established; well-drained soil

Landscape use: Golden foliage accent or hedge

Plant notes: Green leaves splashed with yellow. Listed as “Glod Capella Arboricola”; confirm
the nursery cultivar label.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/charlotteco/2025/08/27/the-right-schefflera/
https://images.thdstatic.com/productImages/d6db22b6-ef00-4bd8-9068-d3ed8eea5251/svn/onlineplantcenter-shrubs-bushes-s801g3-31_600.jpg


SHRUBS, TREES AND ORNAMENTALS

Carissa Emerald Blanket

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Carissa macrocarpa 'Emerald Blanket'

Mature size: Low dwarf form, generally about 1–2 ft tall; confirm spread

Sunlight: Full sun to partial shade

Water & soil: Low once established; excellent drainage

Landscape use: Low evergreen groundcover or border

Plant notes: Dense glossy leaves and occasional white flowers. Use the named dwarf cultivar;
standard Natal plum is much larger.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://ask.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/FP108
https://shoptropicals.com/cdn/shop/files/ChatGPT_Image_Dec_18_2025_11_24_49_AM_1200x1200.png?v=1766073695


SHRUBS, TREES AND ORNAMENTALS

Illex Shilling

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Ilex vomitoria 'Schilling’s Dwarf'

Mature size: About 3–4 ft tall × 4–6 ft wide, depending on pruning

Sunlight: Sun to partial shade

Water & soil: Low once established; adaptable, well-drained soil

Landscape use: Rounded low hedge or foundation planting

Plant notes: Small evergreen leaves; compact male cultivar generally lacks berries. Nursery
spelling is Schilling’s dwarf holly.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://ask.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/FP275
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0062/8532/8445/products/Yaupon_9_BB_1024x1024.jpg?v=1587661479


SHRUBS, TREES AND ORNAMENTALS

Indian Hawthorn

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Rhaphiolepis spp.

Mature size: Often 3–6 ft tall and wide; cultivar dependent

Sunlight: Full sun; tolerates partial shade

Water & soil: Low once established; water at soil level

Landscape use: Rounded hedge or flowering foundation shrub

Plant notes: White or pink spring flowers. Avoid crowding and overhead watering to reduce
leaf-spot problems.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/escambiaco/2015/04/07/plan-carefully-with-indian-hawthorn/
https://plantsexpress.com/cdn/shop/products/White-Flowering-Indian-Hawthorn-1.jpg?v=1683318119


SHRUBS, TREES AND ORNAMENTALS

Japanese Boxwood

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Buxus microphylla var. japonica

Mature size: Size depends on cultivar and pruning; confirm nursery mature dimensions

Sunlight: Sun to partial shade

Water & soil: Moderate; well-drained soil

Landscape use: Formal hedge, edging or clipped shapes

Plant notes: Small evergreen leaves. Provide air circulation and avoid repeatedly wetting
foliage.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/leonco/2013/05/03/over-the-hedge/
https://www.organicindiaseeds.com/cdn/shop/files/japanese-boxwood-evergreen-shrub.png?v=1763444514&width=1024


SHRUBS, TREES AND ORNAMENTALS

Cocoplum

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Chrysobalanus icaco

Mature size: Common hedge forms about 5–15 ft; horizontal forms stay lower

Sunlight: Full sun to light shade

Water & soil: Low once established; adaptable soil

Landscape use: Native hedge, screen or mass planting

Plant notes: Cultivar changes growth habit and salt tolerance. Red-tip and horizontal forms
should not be treated as identical.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/trees-and-shrubs/shrubs/cocoplum/
https://images.squarespace-cdn.com/content/v1/5e862c049fd9b20958eb5f05/1693412041387-9JPRJ3IB5LSOLRCSQLCX/IMG_0908.jpeg


SHRUBS, TREES AND ORNAMENTALS

Podocarpus (Maki or Pringle)

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Podocarpus macrophyllus cultivars

Mature size: Pringles about 3–5 ft tall; Maki is taller and upright

Sunlight: Full sun to partial shade

Water & soil: Low to moderate once established; good drainage

Landscape use: Evergreen hedge, screen or compact accent

Plant notes: Narrow dark green leaves. Choose Pringles for lower beds; confirm Maki’s
mature dimensions with the nursery.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/charlotteco/2022/11/17/the-multipurpose-podocarpus/
https://images.thdstatic.com/productImages/dd301a40-06a9-4361-80b8-0fe13f9203be/svn/national-plant-network-shrubs-bushes-hd2900-fa_600.jpg


SHRUBS, TREES AND ORNAMENTALS

Viburnam Odoratissimum

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Viburnum odoratissimum

Mature size: About 15–20 ft tall and wide if untrimmed

Sunlight: Full sun to partial shade

Water & soil: Moderate; well-drained soil

Landscape use: Tall evergreen hedge or screen

Plant notes: Fast growth and fragrant white flowers. Regular pruning maintains hedge height;
allow adequate bed width.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/media/sfylifasufledu/miami-dade/documents/landscapes-amp-gardening/Shrubs-for-your-miami-dade-hedge.pdf
https://139402739.cdn6.editmysite.com/uploads/1/3/9/4/139402739/GS6R5X4L4PPTJIHHOOEFNHTQ.png


SHRUBS, TREES AND ORNAMENTALS

Viburnam Suspensum

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Viburnum suspensum

Mature size: About 6–12 ft tall and wide if untrimmed

Sunlight: Sun to partial shade

Water & soil: Moderate; moist, well-drained soil

Landscape use: Dense evergreen hedge or foundation screen

Plant notes: Also called sandankwa viburnum. Small white flowers; use selective pruning to
maintain the desired size.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/media/sfylifasufledu/miami-dade/documents/landscapes-amp-gardening/Shrubs-for-your-miami-dade-hedge.pdf
https://colibrinursery.myshopify.com/cdn/shop/files/give-me-an-image-of-viburnum-suspensum-in-a-landscaping-setting.png?v=1770401089&width=1946


SHRUBS, TREES AND ORNAMENTALS

Loropetaium

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Loropetalum chinense cultivars

Mature size: Dwarf to about 15 ft; exact cultivar is essential

Sunlight: Full sun to partial shade

Water & soil: Moderate; acidic, well-drained soil

Landscape use: Color accent, hedge or mixed shrub border

Plant notes: Ribbon-like pink or white flowers. Purple-leaved cultivars vary greatly in height
and width.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/trees-and-shrubs/shrubs/loropetalum/
https://www.ellishomeandgarden.com/cdn/shop/files/loropetalum_1400x.jpg?v=1775658302


SHRUBS, TREES AND ORNAMENTALS

Cordyline (Multiple Varieties)

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Cordyline species and cultivars

Mature size: Ti-type forms about 3–10 ft tall; other species vary

Sunlight: Sun to shade depending on cultivar

Water & soil: Moderate; moist, well-drained soil

Landscape use: Vertical foliage color or tropical accent

Plant notes: Leaf colors include burgundy, pink and green. Confirm species; some prefer
protection from harsh afternoon sun.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://ask.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/FP141
https://u.realgeeks.media/keystosarasota/mauna_lani_area_pages/Mauna_Lani_Luxury_Exotic_Plants_At_Ochid_Tennis_Center_Big_Island.jpg


SHRUBS, TREES AND ORNAMENTALS

Orange Bird of Paradise

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Strelitzia reginae

Mature size: About 3–5 ft tall; spreading clump

Sunlight: Full sun to partial shade

Water & soil: Moderate; well-drained soil

Landscape use: Flowering tropical accent or grouped planting

Plant notes: Orange-and-blue birdlike flowers. This is smaller than white bird-of-paradise;
retain the orange species.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/miami-dade/landscapes--gardening/shrubs--hedges-r-z/
https://pics.davesgarden.com/pics/2016/08/07/Kell/deb9aa.jpg


SHRUBS, TREES AND ORNAMENTALS

Fountain Grass (Red or White)

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Fountain-grass species and cultivars

Mature size: Common forms about 3–6 ft tall; cultivar and plumes affect size

Sunlight: Full sun

Water & soil: Low to moderate once established; good drainage

Landscape use: Arching ornamental accent or mass planting

Plant notes: Red-leaved and white-plumed forms differ. Confirm species and cultivar; some
fountain grasses can seed aggressively.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://ask.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/FP463
https://plantes-avenue.fr/95133-large_default/herbe-aux-ecouvillons-setaceum-rubrum.jpg


SHRUBS, TREES AND ORNAMENTALS

Xandu

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Thaumatophyllum xanadu (formerly Philodendron)

Mature size: About 2–4 ft tall; spreading mound

Sunlight: Partial sun to partial shade

Water & soil: Moderate; moist, well-drained soil

Landscape use: Tropical foliage border or shaded mass planting

Plant notes: Deeply divided glossy leaves. “Xandu” on the list is commonly sold as “Xanadu.”

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/charlotteco/2023/10/05/xanadu-and-so-can-you/
https://elsecretodelasplantas.com/cdn/shop/files/philodendron-xanadu-thaumatophyllum-xanadu-planta-interior-tropical.jpg?v=1774697198


SHRUBS, TREES AND ORNAMENTALS

Bromeliad (Multiple Varieties)

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Bromeliad genera and cultivars

Mature size: Highly variable; confirm rosette height and spread

Sunlight: Shade to full sun depending on species

Water & soil: Species dependent; excellent drainage is important

Landscape use: Tropical color accents, groups or containers

Plant notes: Match the cultivar to available light. Remove spent mother rosettes after pups
develop; keep water-holding cups clean.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/ornamentals/bromeliads/
https://st.hzcdn.com/fimgs/pictures/landscapes/clean-lined-color-pamela-crawford-and-associates-img~6551976808e0e3b6_9082-1-37e23fa-w664-h664-b2-p0.jpg


SHRUBS, TREES AND ORNAMENTALS

Copperleaf (Multiple Varieties)

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Acalypha wilkesiana

Mature size: About 8–12 ft tall; dwarf varieties stay smaller

Sunlight: Full sun for strong color; tolerates partial shade

Water & soil: Moderate; well-drained soil

Landscape use: Colorful hedge, screen or foliage accent

Plant notes: Leaves may be copper, red, pink or green. Light selective pruning keeps plants
full.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://ask.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/FP006
https://www.onlineplantcenter.com/cdn/shop/files/hd_redcopperplantacalypha_01-24-24.jpg


SHRUBS, TREES AND ORNAMENTALS

Crinum Lilly

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Crinum species and cultivars

Mature size: Often 2–5 ft tall and wide; large forms may exceed this

Sunlight: Full sun to partial shade

Water & soil: Low to moderate once established; species dependent

Landscape use: Bold bulbous accent or grouped perennial planting

Plant notes: Strap-shaped leaves and lily-like flowers. Size and flower color vary; check the
species before placing near paths.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/charlotteco/2022/11/16/the-queen-of-perennials-the-crinum-lily/
https://bs.plantnet.org/image/o/1d83469d4732260814f30145d07ef76059e899b4


SHRUBS, TREES AND ORNAMENTALS

Varigated Ginger

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Alpinia zerumbet 'Variegata'

Mature size: About 3–6 ft tall; clumps expand with time

Sunlight: Partial shade to partial sun

Water & soil: Moderate; moist, well-drained soil

Landscape use: Tropical foliage accent or informal screen

Plant notes: Broad green-and-yellow striped leaves. Remove old stems at the base rather
than shearing across the foliage.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/charlotteco/2017/11/13/ginger-with-a-twist/
https://img2.activant-inet.com/custom/157658/Image/g1750.png


SHRUBS, TREES AND ORNAMENTALS

Queen or Macho Fern

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Nephrolepis obliterata / Nephrolepis biserrata types

Mature size: Queen forms smaller; Macho may reach 3–4 ft with a broad spread

Sunlight: Partial shade to shade

Water & soil: Regular moisture; well-drained soil

Landscape use: Shaded mass planting or large container

Plant notes: Queen and Macho are distinct types. Confirm cultivar; Macho needs more room
for long arching fronds.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/sarasotaco/2024/03/05/low-maintenance-landscaping-ferns/
https://www.siteone.com/medias/sys_master/PimProductImages/assets/ProductAssets/US/NoBrand/itemImage/756824/image-thumb__756824__pdpIcon/552576973613_sg_lifestyleimage_1_012026.190ee6d9/552576973613-sg-lifestyleimage-1-012026.190ee6d9.jpg


SHRUBS, TREES AND ORNAMENTALS

Awabuki Viburnam

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Viburnum odoratissimum var. awabuki

Mature size: About 15–20 ft tall; crown often 15 ft or more untrimmed

Sunlight: Full sun to partial shade

Water & soil: Moderate; moist, well-drained soil

Landscape use: Tall glossy evergreen hedge or screen

Plant notes: Large shiny leaves and fragrant white flowers. A substantial shrub; provide
enough width for a healthy hedge.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://ask.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/ST660
https://nurcar.com/cdn/shop/products/Viburnum_awabuki_Chindo_5_1024x1024%402x.jpg?v=1518728296


SHRUBS, TREES AND ORNAMENTALS

Saw Palmetto (Green or Silver)

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Serenoa repens

Mature size: Commonly 3–8 ft tall; spreading clumps can become wide

Sunlight: Full sun to partial shade

Water & soil: Low once established; drought tolerant

Landscape use: Native mass planting or coastal accent

Plant notes: Green and silver foliage forms. Sharp leaf stalks and spreading growth need
clearance from walks.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/trees-and-shrubs/palms-and-cycads/saw-palmetto/
https://images.squarespace-cdn.com/content/v1/563cef71e4b01fcd611400d8/81545f4b-f8d2-49da-b9f8-3f64c203d1e6/silver%2Bsaw%2Bpalmetto.jpg


SHRUBS, TREES AND ORNAMENTALS

Frangipani

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Plumeria spp., commonly P. rubra

Mature size: About 20–25 ft tall and wide; cultivars vary

Sunlight: Full sun

Water & soil: Low once established; excellent drainage; less water when dormant

Landscape use: Flowering specimen or courtyard tree

Plant notes: Fragrant tropical flowers in many colors. Often drops leaves seasonally;
branching stems are brittle.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://hort.ifas.ufl.edu/trees/PLURUBA.pdf
https://www.thenurso.au/cdn/shop/files/EvergreenFrangipaniLS.png?v=1781402933&width=1445


SHRUBS, TREES AND ORNAMENTALS

Yesterday Today and Tomorrow

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Brunfelsia spp.

Mature size: Common shrub forms around 3–8 ft; species vary

Sunlight: Partial shade; some sites allow more sun

Water & soil: Moderate; moist, well-drained soil

Landscape use: Fragrant flowering accent or mixed border

Plant notes: Flowers shift from purple to lavender to white. Exact species affects mature size;
plant parts are toxic if eaten.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://ask.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/FP077
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0612/6462/5870/files/GWP_YESTERDAY_TODAY_AND_TOMORROW.png?v=1759961038


SHRUBS, TREES AND ORNAMENTALS

Crape Myrtle

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Lagerstroemia indica and hybrids

Mature size: Dwarf shrubs to trees over 25 ft; cultivar determines size

Sunlight: Full sun

Water & soil: Low to moderate once established; good drainage

Landscape use: Summer-flowering specimen, accent or small tree

Plant notes: Pink, white, red or lavender flowers. Choose a cultivar that fits; avoid severe
annual topping.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://ask.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/ST342
https://www.pixiesgardens.com/cdn/shop/files/Crape-Myrtle-Tuscarora_842x.jpg?v=1748516185


SHRUBS, TREES AND ORNAMENTALS

Bottle Brush

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Callistemon / Melaleuca bottlebrush types

Mature size: Shrub and tree forms vary; some reach about 25 ft

Sunlight: Full sun

Water & soil: Low to moderate once established; drainage requirements vary

Landscape use: Flowering specimen, screen or wildlife planting

Plant notes: Brush-like red flower spikes are typical. Confirm upright, weeping or dwarf form
before planting.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/trees-and-shrubs/shrubs/bottlebrush/
https://nurserynearme.com.au/cdn/shop/files/Bottlebrush-Callistemon-Harkness-Callistemon-Harkness.jpg?v=1766224665&width=1214


SHRUBS, TREES AND ORNAMENTALS

Crape Jamine

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Tabernaemontana divaricata

Mature size: About 6–10 ft tall × 3–6 ft wide

Sunlight: Filtered shade; tolerates sun to shade

Water & soil: Moderate; moist, well-drained soil

Landscape use: White-flowering shrub, hedge or accent

Plant notes: Pinwheel-like white flowers and glossy leaves. Common nursery spelling is
“crape” or “crepe jasmine.”

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/trees-and-shrubs/shrubs/crepe-jasmine/
https://vuonducvuong.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/cay-mai-phuc-3.jpg


SHRUBS, TREES AND ORNAMENTALS

Hawaiian TI

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Cordyline fruticosa

Mature size: About 3–10 ft tall × 2–4 ft wide

Sunlight: Sun to shade; cultivar dependent

Water & soil: Moderate; moist, well-drained soil

Landscape use: Upright colorful foliage accent or tropical border

Plant notes: Also called ti plant. Color and sun tolerance vary; many cultivars benefit from
afternoon shade.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://ask.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/FP141
https://cdn.shopify.com/s/files/1/0062/8532/8445/products/Cordyline_Ti_tree_6_1024x1024.jpg?v=1607375091


SHRUBS, TREES AND ORNAMENTALS

Desert Cassia

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Senna polyphylla, usual desert-cassia example

Mature size: About 5–12 ft tall; spreading, small-tree habit

Sunlight: Full sun

Water & soil: Low once established; well-drained soil

Landscape use: Yellow-flowering small specimen tree

Plant notes: Fine-textured foliage and yellow flowers. Confirm Senna polyphylla rather than
another plant sold as cassia.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://ask.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/EP107
https://st.hzcdn.com/simgs/pictures/landscapes/southwestern-plants-noelle-johnson-landscape-consulting-img~d9b12bfa084c9113_14-7466-1-115b41f.jpg


SHRUBS, TREES AND ORNAMENTALS

Japanese Blueberry

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Elaeocarpus decipiens

Mature size: Can reach 30–40 ft or more; crown can span 20–35 ft

Sunlight: Full sun to partial shade

Water & soil: Moderate while establishing; irrigate as needed thereafter

Landscape use: Large evergreen screen or specimen tree

Plant notes: New foliage may be bronze. Requires space; alkaline soil can cause persistent
leaf yellowing.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/charlotteco/2023/05/24/a-newer-plant-on-the-block-japanese-blueberry/
https://miro.medium.com/1%2A7jazuzSX-_fTd8l1MjjA1w.jpeg


SHRUBS, TREES AND ORNAMENTALS

Powder Puff

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Calliandra spp., common shrub/tree forms

Mature size: Commonly 10–15 ft; dwarf selections are smaller

Sunlight: Full sun to partial shade

Water & soil: Low to moderate once established; well-drained soil

Landscape use: Flowering accent or informal screen

Plant notes: Pink or red powderpuff flowers, depending on species. Confirm tree-form
Calliandra rather than low-growing mimosa.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source

THE ISLES • APPROVED PLANT REFERENCE 67

https://hort.ifas.ufl.edu/shrubs/CALHAEC.PDF
https://www.travel.taipei/content/images/articles/173901/1024x768_articles-image-paupqb47becmh7hmrfph3g.jpg


SHRUBS, TREES AND ORNAMENTALS

Tibouchina

Representative photograph • Appearance and cultivar may vary

Botanical reference: Tibouchina / Pleroma species

Mature size: Species vary: shrub/tree forms often 10–20 ft; dwarfs much lower

Sunlight: Full sun for flowering; some tolerate partial shade

Water & soil: Moderate; acidic, well-drained soil

Landscape use: Purple-flowering specimen or accent

Plant notes: Confirm exact species and mature size. Species differ in growth and UF/IFAS
invasive status; select accordingly.

Plant reference (UF/IFAS) Photograph source
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https://ask.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/ST633
https://butterflygardenseeds.com/cdn/shop/products/tibouchinalepidota_4_1024x1024.jpg?v=1631315952

